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Good afternoon, Madam Chair and members of the committee. My name is Gilda Jacobs. I am
the President/CEO at the Michigan League for Public Policy, a nonpartisan policy institute
dedicated to economic opportunity for all.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to HB 4188, 4189 and 4190.
The League is home to the state’s Kids Count project, which monitors child well-being in the
state and throughout its counties and communities in order to improve the lives of
disadvantaged children.
The child welfare system emphasizes the best interest of the child as the paramount goal. For
this reason we are opposed to these bills. We are concerned that allowing agencies funded by
public dollars to discriminate based on their religious beliefs against potential foster or adoptive
parents is not in the best interests of the children in the child welfare system. Because Michigan
depends on so many faith-based agencies to deliver foster care and adoptive services, this
legislation could subject large numbers of vulnerable children to extended stays in residential
or foster care facilities because of the restrictions based on religious preferences limiting better
options.
Of the more than 3,000 children awaiting adoption in Michigan in 2013, roughly half had been
waiting over two years, a long time in the life of a child. Surely we do not want to put more
barriers into the process of establishing permanency for these children. Children who are
placed in foster care or adoption have already suffered. Why would we compound their trauma
and keep them from a stable, loving home by rejecting potential foster or adoptive parents
based on religious preferences?
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to testify today.
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