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MICHIGAN LEAGUE FOR PUBLIC POLICY

2016 Highlights: A strong end to a tough year

When it comes to public policy and the needs of
Michigan’s people, 2016 was one of the most

challenging years in recent history. In addition to the expected
roster of contested political issues, the state experienced a
series of crises that superseded party lines and threatened the
economic, educational and physical health of our most
vulnerable residents. Urban areas were hit especially hard, and
it was clear that immediate and long-term solutions were
needed.

The contamination of Flint’s drinking water with dangerous
lead put Michigan in the national spotlight, as did the
disastrous fiscal and structural conditions of the Detroit Public
Schools. The ability to understand and deal with Michigan’s
outdated and deteriorating infrastructure was a major policy
test, and it will be a reoccurring challenge for years to come.
Sadly, these problems disproportionately impact Michigan’s
kids and hinder their ability to thrive.

As we have been for more than a century, the League was
deeply involved in advocating for solutions. We helped our
fellow residents navigate these catastrophes and worked with
lawmakers to ensure they were resolved and not repeated. Our
research and analyses connected the dots between Michigan’s
past public policy failures and the deteriorating infrastructure
in our state, and our advocacy work pushed for policy change
and concrete results.

League CEO Gilda Jacobs and Board Chair Charles Ballard speak with
Flint pediatrician Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, who was honored with the
League’s Champion for Kids Award at the 2016 public policy forum.

Success by the Numbers

Communications with members and friends

Website Visitors 137,609

Social Media Followers

7,893
5,590

Newsletter Subscribers

News Media Hits 1,651

Policy Forum Attendees 400

61
32

Blogs

Emails and Newsletters

The League’s advocacy efforts helped secure the funding
necessary ($211 million) to help Flint children receive the care
and services they need to counteract the water crisis and
enable them to thrive. Education and nutrition are key to
lessening the developmental damage of lead exposure. This
funding will go toward replacing lead pipes in high-risk homes
and will fund child care services, nutrition programs and food
banks. We also worked to secure an appropriation of
$1.3 million that will be used to protect thousands of Michigan
children—all over the state—from the dangers of lead
poisoning.

While our work the past year was primarily focused on these
pressing issues, 2016 had some bright spots, too, as we
achieved some considerable, proactive victories that will go a
long way toward securing a better future. During the state
budget process, the League’s information-based efforts helped
secure much-needed funding to address the needs of Flint and

(continued on last page)




In 2016, the Michigan League for Public
Policy continued our vital role in
protecting our state’s most vulnerable
residents. Our responses to the events
of 2016—including the Flint water and
Detroit Public Schools crises—demon-
strated the importance of our work.

I don’t have to tell you there is more to
do. Michigan needs us now more than
ever, and our commitment s
unwavering. | assure you that the
League is up to the task; we maintain
our strength through a vast network of
supporters who believe in our ability to
make a difference.

Thanks to you, our advocacy, commun-
ity engagement and communications
activities grow stronger and more
effective with each passing day. We've
enhanced our role in improving
Michigan’s public policy, and our
reputation for accurate, accessible and
timely information remains unrivaled.

The League’s vision and values remain
steadfast in these tough political times.
We will keep fighting to protect
affordable healthcare, invest in and
improve education for all students,
eliminate barriers to food assistance,
increase child care access and afforda-
bility, end mass incarceration, and
support working families with fair
wages, improved leave policies and
constructive tax credits.

Even in a difficult political environment,
we are making headway. Amidst
unprecedented challenges in 2016, the
League experienced significant succes-
ses, as detailed in this report’s
highlights. We overcame many obsta-
cles to improve the lives of Michigan’s
children, families, workers and seniors.
It was hard work, and our perseverance
is due in large part to you.

Message from
the President & CEO
Gilda Z. Jacobs

Our diverse and talented board contin-
ues to keep the League relevant and
well-positioned on all policy fronts. The
League’s board currently includes a for-
mer budget director, a former director
of strategy for Governor Rick Snyder,
three former lawmakers, a former state
Treasurer, the former director of the
Department of Labor and Economic
Growth, as well as economists, policy
experts, educators, business leaders,
and legal and nonprofit leaders from
across the state.

Our staff is dedicated and growing,
thanks to a $300,000 grant from the
Kresge Foundation and a $300,000
grant from the Max M. & Marjorie S.
Fisher Foundation. These grants are
helping fund two new health policy
analysts and a new Kids Count research
associate. The Michigan Health Endow-
ment Fund also provided a grant that
will be used to provide in-depth policy
analysis of Medicaid’s Non-Emergency
Medical Transportation Program.

We are grateful for this outpouring of
generosity. Every dollar helps us pre-
pare for the big changes and intense
policy and budget fights that are
coming down the pike in 2017.

Thank you for contributing to the
League. Moving forward, our efforts
are more important than ever. It's up
to us—you and me—to provide a
strong voice for the Michiganians who
might otherwise be forgotten or
ignored. The more we work together,
the more access to opportunity we will
create—for all of Michigan’s people.

Warmest wishes,

Gilda Z. Jacobs
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League Staff—2017

Gilda Z. Jacobs, President and CEO

Cathy Adcock, CFO Consultant

Julie Cassidy, Policy Analyst

Paul Diefenbach, Data Analyst

Alicia Guevara Warren, Kids Count Project Director
Karen Holcomb-Merrill, Vice President

Phyllis Killips, Assistant to the President

Jennifer Kinne, Community Engagement Specialist
Tillie Kucharek, Graphic Designer

Mary Logan, Administrative Support Staff

Harriet McTigue, Kids Count Research Associate
Rachel Richards, Legislative Coordinator

Alex Rossman, Communications Director

Peter Ruark, Senior Policy Analyst

Pat Sorenson, Senior Policy Analyst

Emily Schwarzkopf, Policy Analyst

Renell Weathers, Community Engagement Director

Carol Wreggelsworth, Bookkeeper

How TO JOIN THE LEAGUE'S EFFORTS
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iV Subscribe to our blog

. Donate

i Tax-deductible donations may also be
: mailed to Michigan League for Public

: Policy, 1223 Turner Street, Suite G-1,

: Lansing, M1 48906
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CONTRIBUTORS

MICHIGAN LEAGUE FOR PUBLIC POLICY

2016 Annual Donors and Partners

Nokomis Legacy Founders Society

Nokomis Foundation

Ann Marston

Lynette Rhodes

Marianne Udow-Phillips & Bill Phillips

$250,000 — $500,000

Michigan Health Endowment Fund
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

$100,000 — $249,999

Annie E. Casey Foundation

The Ford Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

$50,000 — $99,999

Center on Budget & Policy Priorities
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Community Catalyst

Early Childhood Investment Corporation
McGregor Fund

Michigan Public Health Institute

The Skillman Foundation

United Way for Southeastern Michigan

$20,000 — $49,999

Legal Services of South Central Michigan
Ruth Mott Foundation

Steelcase Foundation

Working Poor Families Project

$5,000 - $19,999

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Foundation

Clarence & Jack Himmel Foundation

Lauren K. Daitch

DTE Energy Foundation

Ford Motor Company Fund & Community
Services

Frankel Health & Research Foundation

International Union - UAW

Meijer

The Supporting Opportunity Support
Foundation

UAW-Chrysler World Class Manufacturing
Academy

UAW-Ford National Program Center

UAW-GM Center for Human Resources

$2,500 - $4,999

American Federation of Teachers Michigan
Charles L. Ballard & June Youatt

The Highfield Foundation

Gilda & John Jacobs

Loepp Family Foundation

Whitmer Family Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499

Patti Aaron

Cathy D. Adcock

Ann Andrews

Avis Ford

Battle Creek Community Foundation

Delois Whitaker Caldwell

Capuchin Soup Kitchen

The Center for Michigan

Consumers Energy

Delta Dental of Michigan

Judith & Douglas Drake

Edgewood United Church, UCC

Mark Ellis

Food Bank Council of Michigan, Inc.

The Harry A. & Margaret D. Towsley
Foundation

Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn LLP

Jennifer R. Poteat Fund*

Lynn Jondahl & Judy Martin

Martin Waymire

Michigan Association of Community Mental
Health Boards

Michigan Health & Hospital Association

Michigan Laborers' District Council

Michigan Nurses Association

Michigan State Housing Development
Authority

MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine

Newman Family Foundation

Nonprofit Network

Nusbaum Family Foundation

Dennis Paradis & Janet Olszewski

Sharon & Lee Parks

Peckham, Inc.

Charles Pryde & Clare Kurz

William R. Rustem

*Additional contributions were received from matching gifts.

Kevin L. Seitz

David L. Shaltz

Starfish Family Services

Renee & Robert Swanson

Ellen & William Taubman

United Here Local 24

Western Michigan University

The Woll-Yellin Family Foundation
Alan Zekelman & Lori Talsky

Linda Zlotoff

$500 — $999

ACLU of Michigan

American Association of Retired Persons

Georgi-Ann Bargamian

Curtis Blessing & Amanda Van Dusen

Capital Area Community Services

Lois Cohn & Honorable Avern Cohn

Community Action Agency: Jackson,
Lenawee & Hillsdale Counties

Corporation for a Skilled Workforce

Fred Fechheimer & Roberta Patt

Ferguson Development

Donald H. Gilmer & Lynn Weimeister

Sharon & Dana Gire

Glid Marketing

Andrea Lynn Hansen

Sonia Harb

Howard B. & Nina Dodge Abrams
Philanthropic Fund

Connie Jacob

Karoub Associates

Robert J. Kleine

Kim & Glenn Liebowitz

Mark/Lis Family Fund

Mary Jo Mersol-Barg

Metro Cars

Michigan Association of Community &
Adult Education

Michigan Association of Health Plans

Michigan Association of School
Administrators

Michigan Chapter of the American Academy
of Pediatrics

Michigan Council for Maternal & Child Health

Michigan Future

Michigan Municipal League

Michigan Primary Care Association

Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters

Emily Minns

MSU Federal Credit Union



$500 — $999 (continued)

Muchmore Harrington Smalley & Associates

Donna Mullins

Plante Moran

Lana & Henry Pollack

Peter Pratt & Linda Headley

Joyce & Stuart Robbins

Sparrow Health System

Samuel T. Stahl & Dr. Randy Dean

UAW Region 1-D CAP

United Way of the Lakeshore

United Way of St. Clair County

University of Michigan-Dearborn

Wayne Metropolitan Community Action
Agency

$200 — $499

Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation

Allegan County United Way & Volunteer
Center

Judith & Robert Ancell

Jim Barnett & Paula Milgrom

Marcia & Martin Baum

Barbara & Douglas Bloom

Linda Bodzin

Brain Injury Association of Michigan

Mary & Don Brown

Capital Area United Way

Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac Community Action
Agency

Coalition on Temporary Shelter (COTS)

Council of Michigan Foundations

Robert J. Deneweth

Robert Emerson & Judy Samelson*

Robert Engels

Anne Ginn

Goodrich Quality Theaters

Grand Traverse County Department of Health
& Human Services

Henry Grix & Howard Israel

Heart of West Michigan United Way

David P. Hecker

Hermelin Family Support Foundation

Paul C. Hillegonds

Karen Holcomb-Merrill

Hope Network

Dohn R. Hoyle

Human Development Commission

Janete & Jerrold Joseph

Ann & Richard Kraft

Zina & Michael Kramer

Barbara & Michael Kratchman

Sally & Richard Krugel, M.D.

Marion Kucharek

Renee & Martin Laker

Janet & Ellsworth Levine, D.D.S.

Stephen Manchester

Metro Health Foundation

Michigan Community Action

Mid Michigan Community Action

Northwest Michigan Community Action

Agency (NMCAA)

Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency

(OLHSA)
Jane & Doug Paterson

James Peggs & Margaret A. Talburtt, Ph.D.

Judy Putnam

Kay Randolph-Back*

Rachel Richards

Rosalind & Larry Rochkind
Karol & Douglas Ross

Alex Rossman

Susan & Richard Roth

Julie & Adam Rothstein

Ilana & Jim Schmier

SEIU 517M Public Employees Union
Elaine & Michael Serling
Robert Sheehan

Jerome Soble

Sheila & Gordon Taylor
Honorable Buzz Thomas
Randy Walainis*

Michael Walch & Joyce Keller
Barbara & David Wallace
Charles Wilbur

Barbara & Herbert Yamanishi

Other Generous Supporters

Joan Abbey

A.C.C.E.S.S.

Michael F. Addonizio, Ph.D.
Adult Learning Institute
Charles Altman

American Indian Services, Inc.
Steven G. Anderson

Susan & Christopher Andrews
The Arc Michigan

Robert Argue

Joanne & Dr. Daniel Aronovitz
Arthur & Doris Boschan Family Fund
Emilie & Robert Baker

Dr. Richard Ball

Barbara & Bernard Banet

Lisa & Andrew Barbas
Geraldine N. Barclay

Martha & Stephen Bartlett
Ann E. Batdorf-Barnes

Allen Batteau & Susan Miller
Helen & Jack Berke

Janet Berman

Madge & Bill Berman

Barbara & Stanley Bershad
Joan Binkow

Joyce & Dr. George Blum
Patricia & Stuart Bordman
Suzanne Boschan

Gus Breymann

Marion & Harvey Bronstein
Mary C. Browning

*Additional contributions were received from matching gifts.
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Robert L. Burgess

CAN Council Great Lakes Bay Region
Capital Area College Access Network
Jan & Jim Carpenter

Catholic Charities West Michigan
Peter Ceglarek

Laura J. Champagne

Toby Citrin

Annie & Rob Cohen

Recia H. & I. William Cohen
Laura & Dr. Edward Cohn

Diane & Robert Collier

Janis & Dr. Michael Colman
Community of Christ Michigan Mission Center
Thomas Conklin

Don Cooney, Ph.D.

Gerson Cooper

Kathleen D. Crooks

Crossroads of Michigan

Leslie Curry

Peter Dale & H. Christine Hench
Jim Dankovich

Scott B. Darragh

Benjamin H. Davis IlI

Catherine M. Davis
Development Centers, Inc.

Paul Diefenbach

Bruce Donigan, D.D.S.

Driker Family Fund

Nancy Duncan

Richard Dupuis

Julie & Frank Eaman

Alice & Dr. Murray Ehrinpreis
Elem3nt Church

Alan Essig

Fern LaPides Ettinger

William N. Fairgrieve

Family Futures

Family Service Agency of Mid Michigan
Elizabeth Ferguson

Barbara & Irving Fishman

Jeri & Steven Fishman

FiveCAP, Inc.

Judith & Zvi Flanders

Beverly & David Frank

Frederick Frank & Kathleen Allesandro
Mary Caroline Frey

Michael Frezell

Emily Friedberg

Rena & Larry Friedberg, Ph.D.
Julia Galliker

Dawn & Sean Gehle

Barbara & Fred Goldberg

Shelley & Richard Golden

Selma Goode

Kerry Grann

Carolyn Greenberg

Karl D. Gregory, Ph.D.

Thomas Guastello

Dottie & Honorable David Gubow
Alicia Guevara Warren



Cheryl & Dr. Dan Guyer

Handicapper Advocacy Alliance, Inc.

Elaine & Jon Harrison

Gayle Harte & Elliot Greenberg

Karl Hausler & Judith Case

Haven House

Edward Haynor

H.E.L.O. Club

Alisande Henry

Thomas F. Hinsberg & Constance A. Soma

Katherine Hoffman

Janis & Jason Horton

Jan Hudson

Margaret & James Hunt

Benjamin Inquilla

Susan & Michael Jacob

Eleanor & Honorable Jeffrey Jenks

Jewish Community Relations Council of
Metropolitan Detroit

Ron L Kagan

Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes

Lois & Robert Kaplow

Fern Katz

Roseann & Jack Kaufman

Linda & Dennis Kayes

Lucinda Keils

Judy & Richard Kepes

Phyllis Killips

Diane Klein

Marguerite & Edward Kowaleski

Ellen & Dr. James Labes

George Lafkas

Lakeland Correctional Facility

Elaine & Dr. Gerald Laker

Gail Lanphear

Barbara & Sheldon Larky

Frederick L. Lawless

Leaps & Bounds Family Services

Listening Ear

Daniel Little, Ph.D.

Deena & Stuart Lockman

Mary Logan

Kathy & Robert Lovell

Lynne & Richard Ludwig

Susan & Bruce Luria

Lori Lutz

Suzanne Lynn

Sarah Lyon-Callo

M C Jackson & Associates, Inc.

Alice MacDermott

Macomb Intermediate School District

Carolyn Madden

Dr. M. Jeffrey Maisels

Carolyn M. Malmstrom

Garrett D. Martin

Kenyatta McConico

Debra & Dave McKeon

Miriam & Daniel Medow

Marcia & Mitch Meisner

Meitheal Consulting
Carol Meyers

Michigan Federation for Children & Families

Michigan Health Council

MI-Cure

Honorable Susan M. Moiseev

Robert John Moon

Susan & William Morris

Hannah & Dr. Gordon Moss

Muskegon Correctional Facility

Anita & Robert Naftaly

National Association of Social Workers -
Michigan Chapter

Glenn L. Nelson

Newhouse News Services

Sharon & Chuck Newman

Margaret Nielsen

Noel Niemann

Shannon Nobles

Office of the Bay County Executive

Esther Onaga

Marcie & Robert Orley

Armida & Robert Paramo

Peacock Family

Donna Pearlman

Ruthanne & Arvin Pearlman

Karen Pence

Linda & Steven Permut

Marianne & Jerome Pesick

Nadine A. Piggott

Sarah Pinder

Mary I. Pollock

Arnold D. Portner

Pregnancy Care Center of Petoskey

Public Policy Associates, Inc.

Michael F. Radner

Michael F. Reagan

Diane & John Revitte

Cheryl & Ronald Riback

Joan & Honorable William Richards

Jane & James Richardson

Janice & Michael Rolnick

Laurence Rosen

Leah & Dr. Daniel Rosenbaum

Randall S. Ross

Frances & George Rouman

Rev. Edwin A. Rowe & Nida Donar

Peter Ruark

Evamaria Ryan

St. Vincent & Sarah Fisher Center

Dr. Michael Sandler

Crystal Sanford-Brown

Rosemary C. Sarri, Ph.D.

James Schaafsma

Robert Lee Schirado

Ellen & Dr. Ron Schmier

Eric Schneidewind

School-Community Health Alliance of
Michigan
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Dennis Schrantz

David Schroeder

Cindy & Melvin Schwartz

Sandra & Alan Schwartz

Sarida Scott

Rozanne & Bob Sedler

Senior Nutrition Services, Region IV, Inc.

Dr. Jack Shartsis

Karen & Dr. Gerald Shiener

Marci & Dr. Marvin Shulman

Joshua Sinclair

Nancy & Joseph Sirianni

Sisters of Mercy

Sue A Slack

David Smith

Patricia Sorenson

Walter Sorg

John L. Speier I

Robert J. Steeh

Susan & Daniel Stettner, Ph.D.

Kate Stocker

Kathleen Straus

Diane Strickler

Student Advocacy Center of Michigan

Elaine & Barry Stulberg

Betty Tableman

Raymond Telman

Jacquelyn & Darrell Tennis

Raquel Thueme

Robert Tomasik & Norman Horowitz

llene W. Tomber

Tom Trainer & Laurel Berger

UAW - Chrysler National Training Center

UAW Local 653

Unitarian-Universalist Church of Greater
Lansing

United Way of Manistee County

George B. Van Antwerp

Daniel Varner

Janet & Thomas Violante

Wendy & Dr. Elliot Wagenheim

Janice G. Wanetick

WasteWater Education 501(c)3

Renell B. Weathers

Deborah Weatherston

Judith & Dr. Sam Weiner

Dan Welburn

Beverly & David Wiener

Dr. David Wiley & Christine Root

Mary Alice & Michael Williams

Wanda Withers

Dot Wolff

Rosemary Wolock

Carolyn Wreggelsworth

Jessica Yorko

Stephanie & Jim Zack

Marjorie Ziefert

Ruth & Andrew Zweifler

We try our best to be accurate in our reporting, but if you see a mistake, please let us know so we can correct it.
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Strengthen

Families with
Young Children

Increase access
to safe, high-
quality child care

Enroll low-income
3-year-olds in
preschool

Expand home
visiting and other
support for
parents of children
ages 0-3

Fund programs to
find and help
young children
with disabilities

Prevent child
abuse and neglect
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League’s Policy Agenda:
Building a Stronger Michigan

W

Skills for the

New
Economy

Adequately fund
public schools,
community
colleges and
universities

Invest in early
intervention as an
alternative to
mandatory
retention of 3rd
graders

Expand
alternatives for
young people to
get a high school
diploma

Strengthen adult
education and
training

Provide more
financial aid for
low-income college
students
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THE RESULTS
MICHIGAN NEEDS

A 21ST CENTURY SKILLED WORKFORCE
A FLOURISHING ECONOMY AND INCREASED COMPETITIVENESS
ADEQUATE STATE REVENUES TO INVEST IN PROVEN SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDED TO GROW THE ECONOMY
EQUITY AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OF THE STATE'S CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, ELIMINATING BARRIERS BY INCOME, RACE AND PLACE

W

Work and
Economic

Opportunity for All

Support work by
expanding the state
Earned Income Tax
Credit and
refundable child
care credits

Reduce extreme
poverty and
homelessness by
removing barriers
to assistance

Encourage savings
by revising asset
tests for public and
food assistance

Strengthen family-
friendly workplace
policies

Revise parole and
reentry policies so
prisoners can
reconnect to the
community

P wwwsn
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W

Healthy
Kids and
Families

Fund prenatal,
primary care and
mental health
services

Reduce infant
mortality
disparities and
exposure to lead
and other toxins

Provide dental
care to all low-
income children

Expand sources
of clean,
renewable energy

ﬁ.-
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Strong Revenues

and Smart
Investments

Support a
progressive
income tax that
adequately funds
state services

Modernize the
state’s sales tax to
cover selected
services and
enforce taxes on
internet sales

Support road and
infrastructure
improvements
funded with tax
changes that least
affect low-wage
workers

Annually review
tax expenditures
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Charles L. Ballard, Ph.D., BOARD CHAIR

Department of Economics, Michigan State University

Robert W. Swanson, IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD CHAIR
Former Director, Michigan Department of Labor &
Economic Growth

Sonia Harb, Director, VICE CHAIR

Technical Assistance Center

University of Michigan—School of Social Work
Robert Kleine, Interim Director, TREASURER
MSU Center for Local Finance and Policy
Delois Whitaker Caldwell, MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Retired President & CEO

Goodwill Industries of Greater Detroit

Bob Emerson, MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Former State Budget Director

H. Lynn Jondahl, MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Former State Legislator

Ann Andrews, Retired, Vice President
Disability Claims Specialists

L & S Associates, Inc.

Richard Ball, O.D., Ph.D.

Former State Legislator

Georgi-Ann Bargamian, Educational Director
International Union — UAW

Tony Blanchard, Managing Director
Deloitte Corporate Finance LLC

Sheilah P. Clay, President & CEO
Neighborhood Service Organization

Andrea Lyn Hansen, Partner
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohn

David Hecker, President

AFT Michigan

B. Daniel Inquilla, Attorney
Farmworker Legal Services of Michigan

Dennis Paradis, Executive Director
Michigan Health Policy Forum

Charles Pryde, Regional Director

Governmental Affairs

Ford Motor Company

William Rustem

Retired Director of Strategy for Governor Snyder
Sarida Scott, Executive Director

Community Development Advocates of Detroit

Kevin L. Seitz, Retired, Executive Vice President
Health Care Value Enhancement
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Mary Alice Williams, Former President & CEO
Nokomis Foundation

Sources of Funds and Expenditures—12 months ended Dec. 31, 2015

(audited)

Sources of Funds — $2,061,717

Dues/Fees

51%

Contributions

7%

v

Endowment

] >
\\
Other
Grants 1%

-3%

Expenditures —$2,957,121

Public Policy
88% Administration

8%

Fund Raising

g 2%

I

Services to
Agencies
2%
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(2016 Highlights continued from page 1)

lead poisoning statewide, the expansion of Michigan’s
Healthy Kids Dental program, and significant investments
in child care.

In addition to these budget wins, a lot of the big wins
from the past year came during the usually contentious
Lame Duck legislative session. This shows that our issues
can be bipartisan with the right strategy and approach.
The League’s persistence on several big issues, spanning
years in some cases, achieved some encouraging results,
and we will keep battling in the year ahead.

Highlights of the League’s year in review include these
notable accomplishments:

e State investment for the federal Heat and Eat
program to provide an additional $76 or so more per
month to put food on the table for 338,000
Michigan families, seniors and persons with
disabilities.

e Improving school suspension and expulsion policies
and implementing restorative practices to help kids
stay in school.

e $210.8 million in state funds (leveraging
$42.5 million in federal funds) over two budget
years to help children in Flint receive the care and
services they need to thrive, including $25 million to
replace lead pipes in high-risk homes, $8 million for
child care services and nearly $2 million for nutrition
programs and food banks;

e $1.3 million to protect thousands more Michigan
children from the danger of lead poisoning;

e Stronger, healthier teeth for 131,000 low-income
children in Kent, Oakland and Wayne counties, with
the long-awaited expansion of the state’s Healthy
Kids Dental program;

e $6.1 million to strengthen and reunify families and
keep more children safe from neglect and abuse;

e $15.8 million to ensure more children will have high-
quality child care while their parents work.

e We will continue to strive for progress on these
issues in 2017 and beyond, and many other policy
battles lie ahead. But for more than a century, the
League’s nonpartisan, solution-oriented approach
has consistently improved public policy in Michigan,
and with your support, that will continue in 2017.

Our Mission

To ensure economic security and well-being for all
people in Michigan through policy change.

Vision
Michigan residents, families and children from all
races, places and income levels will have equal

access to economic, health and educational
opportunities.

Values
® Honesty, Integrity and Nonpartisanship

® Social and Economic Justice, Fairness and
Opportunity

® Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

® Democratic Process and the Dignity of All

League Earns Four Stars as a
Charitable Organization

Charity Navigator, America's largest independent charity
evaluator, awarded the League four stars—the
highest rating possible—as a charitable organization. \’/

= )

1 CHARITY

The nonprofit, independent group rates charities
based on financial performance, accountability and
transparency.

NAVIGATOR

| %k K%k
Four Star Charity

“Michigan League for Public Policy’s coveted 4-star
rating puts it in a very select group of high-
performing charities,” according to Ken Berger, president and CEO,
Charity Navigator. “Out of the thousands of nonprofits Charity
Navigator evaluates, only one out of four earns 4 stars—a rating
that, now, with our new Accountability and Transparency metrics,
demands even greater rigor, responsibility and commitment to
openness.”
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